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Weather: 


Fair - Warmer 


All Private 
Utility Rates 
* 


Are Frozen 


Board To Develop 


New Guidelines 


By JERRY BROWN 


Associated Press Writer 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Ac- 


knowledging that its previous 
regulations were too vague, the 
Price Commission has tempo- 
rarily frozen all private utility 
rates while it develops new 
guidelines for rate increases. 


The commission said Thurs- 


day it will announce the new 
guidelines by March 10. 


In the meantime, rates 


charged by privately owned 
utilities are frozen for up to 30 
days at the rates that were in 
effect at midnight Wednesday. 


The 
ruling 
temporarily 


blocks about 900 requests for 
increases totaling billions of 
dollars, the commission said. H 
affects virtually all electric, 
gas, 
telephone, 
telegraph, 


railroad, airline, intercity bus 
and trucking, 
barge and 


pipeline rates. 


Publicly owned utilities, such 


as public mass transit systems 
and municipal water oper- 
ations, are not affected. Their 
rates may go up during the 
freeze period. 


Price Commission chairman 


C. Jackson Grayson Jr. said the 
commission will hold four days, 
of public hearings" beginning*''' 
Feb. 22. 
.; 


"The prime objective of the 


public hearings,"he said, "is to 
create more explicit guidelines 
that 
can 
be 
given 
the 


regulatory agencies so that 
they can more properly certify 


OBJECT 
OF 
THREAT: A 


threat to kidnap and shoot 
Miss Idaho of 1971, Karen 
Herd, above, was revealed in 
District Court, Idaho Falls, 
Idaho. An Idaho Falls man, 
Keith Blaylock, 23, pleaded 
guilty Wednesday 
to 
third 


degree felony charges con- 
cerning a threatening letter 
sent to Miss Herd in Decem- 
ber. (AP Wirephoto) 


rate increases to the Price 
Commission." 


Grayson said the commission 


also wants to hear views of the 
general public. He said nearly 
40 per cent of the commission's 
mail has concerned Utility rate 
increases. 


The 
Price 
Commission: 


generally has relied on other 
governmental agencies to 
administer its guidelines for 
utilities, and Grayson said this : 
policy will continue. 


The freeze will remain in ef- 


fect until the new guidelines 
are announced, Grayson said. 


At the same time, the com- 


mission has extended its dead" 
line for a final decision on 
many newly instituted rate in- 
creases until March 25, or 15 
days after new regulations are 
issued, whichever is^ooner. 


This means that virtually all 


utility rate increases put into 
effect since the price freeze 
ended Nov. 14 remain subject 
to a possible rollback by the 
Price Commission until then. 


Reaction to the freeze by 


Michigan utility companies 
was mixed. 


"I 
feel the 
unpreceded 


and price controls and 


ig economic ills affect- 


ing all Americans dictate an 
equal firmness on the part of 
the Price Commission with re- 
spect to the control of utilities," 
said William R. Rails, of 
Okemos, a member of the 
Michigan 
Public 
Service 


Commission. 


But the board chairman of 


Consumers Power Co. wasn't 
pleased. 


Chairman A. H. Aymond 


said, "... anything that further 
delays rate^ relief, after all the 
months of waiting, is frustra- 
ting." 


Rails added that "Today, 


utility costs make-up about five 
per cent of the cost of living 
index. I do not think it would be 
fair to consumers nor to the 
utilities who' are subject to 
tougher state regulation, such 
as in Michigan, if the Price 
Commission should leave Die 
utilities uncontrolled nation- 
ally." 


Aymond, however, said Con- 


sumers Power is not earning a 
fair return on its investment 
and it is losing the ability to 
attract capital needed to meet 
the slate's energy needs. 


"Only if a utility is allowed 


adequate earnings," said Ay- 
mond, "can it meet its obliga- 
tion to the area it serves. And 
there can be no question that 
for Consumers Power Co. this 
will require rate increases 
soon." 


Los Angeles Times 


Says Irving, Aide 
Admit Story False 


NOT THERJ3, ANYWAY: The sign in Capitol 
Square in Richmond, Va., is symbolic as, in the 
background, lines 
of demonstrators march 
in 


opposition to the school consolidation order and the 
busing of 78,000 of the 104,000 pupils in Richmond 
and two suburban counties. Some 4,000 protesters 
gathered Thursday in sub-freezing temperatures 
around the Virginia capital where the- General 
Assembly is in session. (AP Wirephoto) 


From Associated Press. 
The Los Angeles Times said 


today that author Clifford Irv- 
ing and his' research aide have 
admittedito, federal authorities 
that they never met industrial- 
ist Howard R. Hughes, the sub- 
ject of Irving's 
purported 


"autobiography." 
• The Times reported 
that 


sources close to a federal probe 
of Irving's sale of the "auto- 
biography" said Thursday that 
Irving and Richard R. Suskind 
told federal authorities 
the 


book wasn't written under the 
circumstances they had earlier 
claimed. 


Irving has said he recorded 


material for the book in face- 
to-face interviews with Hughes 
in motels, and parked cars 
throughout the west hemi- 
sphere, but that Hughes insist- 
ed on keeping the tapes after 
the interviews were trans- 
cribed. 


Irving -and Suskind repor- 


tedly refused to spell out details 
of how they created 
the 


230,OQO—word manuscript until 
they get assurances 
that 


Irving's wife, Edith, won't be 


prosecuted by either U.S. or 
Swiss authorities, the Times 
said. 


In a story from New York by 


John J. Goldman and Robert L. 
Jackson, the Los Angeles 
Times said it was understood 
that no promises were made by 
U.S. officials. 


Mrs. Irving is the acknowl- 


edged "Helga R. Hughes" who 
deposited and then withdrew 
from a Swiss bank account 
$650,000 McGraw-Hill Publish- 
ing Co. gave Irving for pay- 
ment to Howard R. Hughes for 
his "autobiography." The 
checks were made out to "H.R. 
Hughes." 


The Times said the admis- 


Newly weds 


Edward Cudmore, In Killing 
Former Whirlpool 
Treasurer., Dies 


Edward C. Cudmore of 1115 


Highland avenue, St. Joseph, 
retired treasurer of Whirlpool 
Corp., died Thursday noon at 


EDWARD C. CUDMORE 


Drug Center Won't 
Use Pipestone Site 


A drug 
treatment 
center 


will not be located at 
466 


Pipestone street, Benton Har- 
bor, according to Laurence 
Cushman, board president of 
the Berrien Drug Treatment 
Center, Inc. 


Cushman issued the follow- 


ing statement: 


"We, the members of the 


board 
of difectors 
of 
the 


Berrien Drug Treatment Ccn- 
ter(s). Inc., hereby reply that 
although we regret the stand 
taken by the city commission 
on Feb. 7, we will comply 
with the expressed decision of 
the commission at this time. 


"However, because we feel 


that Benton Harbor is one of 
several communities in the 
county 
confronted 
by the 


problem of drug abuse, we 
are entirely willing to meet 
with any group sanctioned by 


- "- 
f, 
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the city commission at a 
mutually convenient time and 
place to work toward ' the 
establishment of a drug cen- 
ter and or drug education 
program in Benton Harbor. 


"Further, we will continue 


to work with people from the 
Benton 
Harbor 
area 
with 


whom we already are involv- 
ed and those who wish to 
become involved in our pro- 
gram in the future." 


Cushman made this state- 


ment at the conclusion of a 
board . meeting 
of 
the 


drug-center corporation. 


Present site of the treat- 


ment center 
is 
Riverwood 


Mental Health Center at Me- 
morial hospital in St. Joseph. 


his home in Scottsdale, Ariz. 
He was 66. Mr. Cudmore had. 
a heart condition for several 
years. 


Prior to joining Whilpool in 


1944, he was a member of the 
accounting firm of Ernst and 
Ernst. He was elected trea- 
surer of Whirlpool in 1963, a 
position he held until his 
retirement in 1965. 


Mr. Cudmore was a 1929 


graduate of Bentley College of 
Accounting Finance, Boston, 
and had since been elected a 
director of the school. 


He was a certified public 


accountant of the State of 
New York; and a 
former 


director cf the Chamberlain 
Corp. and Appliance Buyers 
Credit Corp.; treasurer of the 
Whirlpool Foundation; chair- 
man and trustee of the Whirl- 
pool Savings and Profit Shar- 
ing Plan; adviser 
to 
the 


Salvation Army; and a com- 
missioner of the Benton Har- 
bor-St. Joseph sewage board. 


He was also a member of 


the Point O'Woods, Berrien 
Hills and Arizona Country 
clubs. 


Mr. 
Cudmore was 
born 


March 3, 1906, in Maine. 


Survivors include his wi- 


dow; 
Nina; two daughters, 


.Mrs. Walter Dwyer of Phoen- 
ix, Ariz., and Mrs. Jerry Hall 
of Redland, Calif.; his mother, 
Mrs. 
Helen 
Cudmore 
of 


Dover-Foxcrafl, Me.; a sister, 
Mrs. Elsie Fowler of Dover- 
Foxcraft; a n d two grand- 
children. 


Funeral services 
will 
be 


held Monday in Dover-Fox- 
craft, 


St. Joseph Elks Lodge No. 


541 will conduct memorial 
services for Mr. Cudmore at 
their Thursday night meeting. 


Memorial funeral 
services 


will be conducted later and 
will be announced next week 
by 
D e y 
Brothers funeral 


home, 


Memorials may be made to 


the Bentley College of Ac- 
counting and mailed directly 
to 
the school or 
to 
Dey 


Brothers funeral home. 


ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) — 


Two young Ypsilanti residents 
married last month in the 
Washtenaw County Jail were 
convicted Thursday of man- 
slaughter in the death of their 
child. 


Norwood Hurst, 22, and his 


wife, Carolyn, 19, were found 
guilty of manslaughter by a 
Washtenaw County 
Circuit 


Court jury. Sentencing was set 
for Feb. -25. 


Police testified at the trial 


that the Hurst's 18-month-old 
daughter, Evelyn, had been 
beaten to death. 


The child was born to the 


couple out of wedlock. 


TO TESTIFY: Nina Pallandt is shown on her 
arrival at John F. Kennedy airport Thursday 
afternoon. The blonde Danish cabaret singer is 
scheduled to testify Monday before a federal grand 
jury probing possible mail fraud in the mystery 
surrounding C l i f f o r d Irving's purported auto- 
biography of billionaire Howard Hughes. Miss 
Pallandt, who flew from London, vowed "to tell the 
truth about Clifford Irving, even if it means him 
going to jail." (AP Wirephoto) 


SJ Girl Proposes 
County Remap Plan 


By BRANDON Brown 


Staff Writer 


A 17-year-old high school 


student proved Thursday you 
don't have to be a greybeard, 
a politician or even an adult 
to play a role in county board 
of Commissioner redistricting. 


Deborah J. Winter, a St. 


Joseph high school senior and 
daughter of Mr.. and 
Mrs. 


Ernest 
A. 
Winter of 
308 


Winwood, St. Joseph, sub- 
mitted her remap Thursday 
calling 
for 
seven 
Herri en 


county commissioner districts 
and 
offering hints on how 


commissioners 
might serve 


while retaining their 
part- 


time status. 


Berrien County Clerk For- 


rest H. Kesferke, secretary of 
the Berrien county apportion- 
m e n t commission charged 
with remapping the present 21 
districts by early March, says 
age is no barrier when it 
comes to redislricting. 


"The apportionment com- 


mission decides the plan," he 
said. "All they're doing is 
giving us ideas." 


To overcome public objec- 


tions 
t o 
fulltime 
"profes- 


sional" 
commissioners that 


some claim would be required 
of a small county board, Miss 
Winter suggests the seven in 


her plan work part-time with 
the help of seven part-time 
assistants. 


"I never thought of that," 


said Kesterke. "You can't say 
she didn't think." 


He termed 
the assistant 


idea a possibility. 


Miss Winter also suggested 


that to keep commissioners 
part-time, two might repre- 
sent each of her seven dis- 
tricts. Unfortunately, this is 


DEBORAH WINTER 


Age No Barrier 


not possible by law though 
Keslerke wishes it were, the 
county clerk said. 


Miss Winter's remap actual- 


ly kills two birds with one 
stone. It met a project re- 
quirement for a 
s e n i o r 


"American Problems" class, 
although Miss Winter said she 
went into remapping in more 
depth than required in order 
to understand it. 


She said she attended two 


a p p ortionment 
commission 


meetings and spent an esti- 
mated 10 hours remapping, 
first for 15 and 
11 districts 


that 
didn't 
pan 
out, and 


finally on 7. The smaller 
number is better because it 
split only Niles, St. Joseph 
and Benton townships and (he 
City of Benton Harbor, she 
said. 


"F i (teen (commissioners) 


seems to be the lowest num- 
ber acceptable for part-time 
commissioners," 
she wrote 


Kesterke. "However, with fif- 
teen districts, many townships 
are divided. This may raise 
the cost of our elections." 


Miss Winter's plan was one 


of 
two 
submitted 
at 
the 


county dork's office Thurs- 
day. The olher, left by a man 
who didn't give his name, 
calls for five districts, Kes- 
terks said. 


sions by Irving and Suskind 
were said to have been- made 
during a closed-door session in 
New York Wednesday with 
U.S. Atty. Whitney North 
Seymour Jr. and top members 
of Seymour's staff. Attorneys 
for Irving and Suskind also 
were present, the newspaper' 
said. 


A federal grand jury in New 


York is investigating possible' 
fraud in Irving's sale of the 
purported 
"autobiography."- 


A man identified as Hughe's-,? 


speaking by telephone from; 
Nassau, told seven newsmen in- 
Los Angeles last Jan. 7 the" 
manuscript is a fraud and "a; 
totally fantastic fiction." 


Three days later, Irving said' 


he'didn't think the man speak- 
ing was Hughes. 


The New York Times-report-' 


ed, meanwhile, that Irving 'is 
seeking a deal in which he 
would cooperate in the federal1 
investigation in exchange for 
legal protection for his wife. 


The New York Times, quot-' 


ing "sources close to the case," 
said that under the still tenta- 
tive deal Suskind would testify 
under immunity from prose- 
cution and Irving "would plead 
guilty 
to 
predetermined 


charges." 


Neither Irving nor Seymour 


was available for immediate 
comment on the reports. 


Irving's attorney, Maurice 


Nessen, said, "I deny the ac- 
curacy of both stories and i am 
much concerned that such sto- 
ries 
should 
be 
given 


headlines." He added, "I feel 
there shouldn't be any further 
comments." 


Seymour 
could 
not 
be 


reached immediately for Com- 
ment. 


A combined federal-slate in- 


vestigation has been probing 
possible perjury, forgery and 
mail fraud violations in the 
case. 


Meanwhile there were these 


other developments: 


—The Manhattan district at- 


torney's dffice announced that 
a second large-scale investiga- 
tion of the case would begin to- 
day before a special New York 
County grand jury. 


—Baroness Nina van Pal- 


landt, the Danish folksinger 
and sometime travel compan- 
ion of Irving, flew to New York 


. to testify before the federal - 


grand jury. She smiled prettily 
but had no comment for news- 


(Scc back page, sec. 1, col. 3) 


Poor Reward 
For 'Good 
Samaritan' > 


Even a Good Samaritan datj 


end up with a "shiner" once 
in a while. Gerry Inman, pf 
route 2, box 289, Empire 
avenue, Benton township, can 
attest to the fact. 
; - 


Inman told state police that 


while he was in his car last, 
night he saw a car with the; 
hood up at 
the corner 
of 


Crystal avenue and business 
route 1-94 in Benton township, 
He stopped to see if he could 
be of any help, and when he 
came 
to the front of 
the 


troubled car, a man hit him 
under the left eye with an 
unknown object and then fled. 


Inman said he wouldn't be 


able to identify his assailant 
if he saw him again. But he 
probably 
will 
be able 
to 


identify 
his 
"reward" 
for 


trying to help. For the next 
few days, every tjme he look:! 
in the mirror a black eye will 
be looking back at him. 


All 
Fall 


W h a t 's 
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Guilty! 


Only Washington 
Could Make It Happen 


Ji)st over 40 years ago Congress 


created the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation to shore up an alarming 
share 
of 
the 
business 
community 


which was edging toward bankruptcy, 
not 
only 
threatening 
ruin 
for 
its 


owners but posing a further rise in a 
high unemployment rate. 


The RFC performed 
a 
creditable 


resucue mission and during World War 
II gained its own E award in financing 
a large share of the production behind 
the military 
effort. 


Following the war, the RFC began to 


stray from its appointed path. People 
with the right 
connections 
and the 


willingness to drop some payola at the 
.proper corners found it easy to have 
Uncle Sam set them up in race tracks, 
gambling 
casinos, 
night 
clubs 
and 


other ventures of a purely extractive 
nature. 


The Republicans made a lot of hay 


with 
the 
RFC 
didos in 
the 
'52 


campaign and early in Eisenhower's 
first term Congress decreed the Cor- 
poration's liquidation. 


It was recognized, however, that 


some government support is desirable 
for private ventures showing signs of 
promise but short on the ability to 
furnish a financial statement attrac- 
tive to the conventional underwriting 
sources. 


The answer was the Small Business' 


Administration. Unlike the RCA which 
was a direct lender, the SBA was cast 
primarily as a guarantor for loans 
extended by private lenders. Nonethe- 
less, it did receive a limited amount of 
direct lending authority. 


By and large, the SBA has turned in 


a good track record, better compara- 
tively, 
at 
least, 
to 
rrfost 
of the' 


Washington agencies empowered to 
shell out the green stuff. 


It now appears the SBA may be less 


pristine than first imagined. 


Two years ago Congress enacted the 


Disaster Relief Act, a lending measure 
put under SBA's administration and 
designed at that time to • meet some 
serious regional mishaps occasioned by 
floods, fire, drought, insect invasions, 
etc. 


A year ago an earthquake severely 


rattled the California coastline, mainly 
in the Los Angeles perimeter.' 


This being a mishap covered by the 


Disaster Relief 
Act, applications 
for 


loans, ostensibly for repair and restor- 
ation to damaged homes and buildings,- 
started to come into the SBA's Los 
Angeles office. 


The requests averaged about 100 a 


week for seven months following the 
earthquake, and then spurted to 3,000 
per week. 


This 30-fold gain in business came 


about from some enterprising contrac- 
tors studying the finer print in the law 
which contains a forgiveness clause. 


The borrower has only to repay $500 


of 
the 
first 
$3,000 lent to 
iiim to 


combat his disaster. 


This is a great incentive to borrow 


from $3,000 to $5,000 or even more for 
purposes entirely unrelated to putting' 
a house back together. 


The SBA is just starting to realize 


me ingenuity displayed. So far it has 
uncovered $200 million in these fake 
loans and some Congressional critics 
think the total may reach a billion. 
Following 
are 
some 
of 
the more 


embarrassing samples uncovered by 
SBA inspectors: 


Low income areas such as the Watts 


district are peppered with $3,000 loans, 
none of which is visably applied to this 
ramshackle housing. 


The owner of a $35,000 house in the 


San Fernando valley obtained a $3,000 
loan 
to repair 
a 
quake 
damaged 


garage. The garage is still unrepaired, 
but sitting in the front yard is a 17- 
foot power boat and its trailer. 


Another San Fernando resident bor- 


rowed $4,000 to repair sidewalk and 
exterior wall cracks on his $40,000 
residence. He's putting in a swimming 
pool. 


Over 
in -fashionable 
Malibu 
the 


owner of an $80,000 home borrowed 
$4,900 to repair its 
foundation and 


follow-on cracks to the superstructure. 
He's spent $800 for a retaining wall, 
but has ordered no further work on the 
house itself. The assumption is that 
he's 
invested 
at 
least 
the 
$2,500 


forgiveness 
portion for his own ac- 


count. 


The rude awakening to this chican- 


ery has .caused the SBA to tighten up 
on its lending procedure and 
the 


Agency hopes, for its own reputation; 
it has now turned off the earthquake 
spigot. 


Congress must share the blame too. 
The Disaster Relief Act is written in 


the context of a fire or casualty policy 
issued by the insurance industry. 


The owner of a damaged house, 


automobile or other property is entitled 
to payment from the insurer but can 
apply the money as he sees fit. He is 
not compelled to restore the property 
to its former state. 


It is doubtful if Congress has any 


such intention in mind. It .is, though, 
the way it wrote the law; and if the 
SBA or some, agency which may take 
over disaster loan work, possibly the 
FHA, is to perform 
the good 
turn 


originally planned, Congress will have 
to plug the loophole. 


Horace Greeley, the peppery New 


York editor of the 
1870s and '80s, 


maintained the pot of gold- would be 
found at the rainbow's end beyond the 
Mississippi. "Go west, young man, go 
west," became an insertion for the 
history books. 


It appears today that the young man 


should reverse his compass reading. 


Making The Desert Bloom 


A minor mystery solved in Vermont 


and a -plastic developed in Arizona 
could make the world's deserts bloom. 


Scientists have long noted the ability 


of plant foliage to condense water from 
fog. A botanist named H. W. Bogehnan 
with the Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion at the University of Vermont has 
duplicated nature's trick. 


"Fog-combing" screens, consisting of 


aluminum wire mesh strung on posts, 
produced 
nearly 
70 per 
cent more 


water than registered in regular rain 
guages during an eight-week test. 


With financial help from the Con- 


servation and Research Foundation of 
New London, Conn., an experiment was 
then 
conducted 
on 
a 
7,500-foot-high 


desert plateau in the Sierra Madres 
near Veracruz, Mexico, where fog and 
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low clouds are frequent. 


Again 
the results were dramatic. 


One Mexican station showed a 29 per 
cent moisture increase, another 22 per 
cent. 


It's believed that in similar arid 


regions, rows of screens erected at low 
cost could collect water from the air 
and direct it to newly planted trees. In 
time, the trees would act as their own 
"moisture combs." 


Parts of the recovered areas could 


also be used to produce fruits, grains 
and vegetables or to support livestock. 


Meanwhile, experiments with a new 


polymer 
gel 
at 
the 
University of 


A r izona's Environmental Research 
Laboratory may enable farmers to get 
more mileage out of moisture every- 
where. 


The gel, developed by chemist Paul 


A. King during a search for a material 
that would separate salt from 
sea- 


water, has the ability to grab water in 
soil and hold it for plants to use as' 
they 
need 
it. 
With 
an 
absorbent 


capacity 25 to 50 times its own weight, 
the biodegradable gel nearly eliminates 
water loss through evaporation or soil 
dissipation. 
$ 


The researchers have produced, for 


instance, bigger tomato plants, faster, 
using less water, and incomplete tests 
indicate 
that other plants, 
including 


flowers, will respond just as well. 


K1KO it:*TTRK* SYNDICATE 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


PHYSICIAN RETURNS 


TO TWIN CITIES 
—1 Vear Ago— 


Alfred 
R. 
Watts, M.D., 


announced today he has open- 
ed his general practice office 
in the Family Clinic, 2821 
South State street, St. Joseph, 
returning to the Twin Cities 
.after two decades in Californ- 
ia. ' 


A native of Benton Harbor,- 


Dr. Watts, 47, took his under- 
graduate work at the Univer- 


sity of Wisconsin and the 
university 
of Indiana. 
He 


graduated from m e d i c a l 
school at Marquette univer- 
sity. Following internship at 
Milwaukee hospital, Milwau- 
kee, he moved to California. 


UPTON SAYS HE 
WILL VOTE FOR 


REAPPORTIONMENT 


—10 Years Ago— 


David F. Upton,'St. Joseph 


business executive, said yes- 
terday morning that he will 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


A royal edict protects the "flying 


foxes" of Tonga Islands, National Geo- 
graphic says. The "foxes" actually are 
cat-size fruit bats 
that 
often 
raid 


mango groves by night. 


Editor, 
The Herald-Press: 


PITIES OBJECTORS TO 


DO GOODER IDEAS 


I'm certainly glad to see 


that the people in the Twin 
Cities refused a drug treat- 
ment center. 


Anyone knows once a drug 


addict, always a drug addict. 
Those p e o p l e ' should, be 
thrown in jail and kept there 
forever. 


While we're at it we should 


close Card school and Maple 
Grove center for trainable 
adults. There is no reason 
why we should spend our time 
and money on those kind of 
people. They should be put in 
institutions where they be- 
long. 


And why do we tolerate a 


mental health center here? 
Anyone knows one of the nuts 
might escape and kill us all in 
our beds. 


We should also close (he 


school for hearing impaired 
children in Berrien Springs. 
After all what business is it 
of ours if some people can't 
hear? That is their problem, 
not ours. 


Another group we should 


get r i d of is Alcoholics 
Anonymous. If a person is a 
drunk, let them go somewhere 
else. We don't want them 
here. 


Other, organizations t h a t 


should be stopped in our 
community are TOPS, Weight 
Watch«rs and Recovery, Inc. 
These people don't need to 
dirty our nice middle class, 
Protestant community with 
their problems. 


We should not allow Camp' 


Warren to work with 
the 


handicapped children in the 
summer. T h e handicapped 
can sit at home, that's all 
they're good for. 


All of the service organiza- 


tions such as the Cancer 
Society and Heart Foundation 
should get out of town, too. 


Anyone who believes any of 


the above deserves a great 
deal of pity. 


A Nice Black-White 


Middle Class Citizen of 


St. Joaeph 


Editor, 
The Herald-Press: 


CLARK UNION CHIEF 


DISCOUNTS-US 


In the Monday, February 


7th, edition of The Hersld- 
Press an article appeared, 
"Unsettled News from 
Bu- 


chanan." I do not know who 
Is responsible for this mis- 
leading article. Nevertheless, 
the misstatement of truth will 


not go unchallenged. 


In the seventh, paragraph of ' 


the article, the editorial writ- 
er states: "One is the pre- 
viously well publicized fact 
that 
hefty 
strikes 
at 
the 


Buchanan plant have charac- 
terized 
Clark's last 
three 


labor 
contract 
negotiations 


with the UAW." If you will 
check the record you will 
have to agree that while there 
was a strike at .Buchanan, ip 
1965 and a 63 day strike in.'. 
1971, there' was no .strike ' 
during the 1968. negotiations. " 
A public retraction would 
seem in order. 


I do not know what moti-; 


vates the editorial writer to. 
publish this falsehood.. How- 
ever, I can think of .a couple ; 
of reasons, and neither con- 
cerns his interest for the 
welfare of the city of Buchan-••! 
a n . 
. 
' 
• • • • . ' • ' 


In the ninth paragraph the' 


editorial writer states, "One' 
does not require a business 
administration school degree 
in personnel relations to un- 
derstand that the somewhat 
obliquely worded announce- 
ment, couples with the facts 
not included in the story, is 
Clark's way of saying unless 
its local union adopts a more 
cooperative position, the com- 
pany will have to resolve its 
problems elsewhere." 


• 
The entire article convinces 


.this writer that the editorial 
writer should take a course in 
business administration or in- 
dustrial relations before he 
attempts 
to write as 
an 


expert. 


There is no question But- 


what many corporations, in- 
cluding poor old General Mo- 
tors, a r e relocating their 
plants. These moves are ba- 
sically 
the results of 
the 


recent income 'tax write-offs 
given industry by the Nixon 
Administration. In essence, 
many workers are losing their 
jobs at the expense of their 
own tax dollar. 


In the future if the editor of 


The Herald-Press wishes to 
attack our local union, which 
belongs to the- UAW, we 
would request equal space so 
the readers can judge for 
themselves. 


Respectfully, 


LEMUEL BARKER, Pres. 


. Local 468, UAW 


Buchanan. 


(Ed. note. Mr. Barker li 


correct about no strike In 
t h e 
'68 
n e g otlatloni. 


O t h e rwise, 
everything 


• »«ld In the February 7th 
. editorial stands). 


probably vote for the legisla- 
tive re-apportionment p l a n 
that goes to floor debate 
before Con-Con on Wednes- 
day. 


"I 
think 
the House of 


Representatives part of it is 
all right and while I have 
some reservations about, the 
Senate prgposal, right nowsit 
looks like the • best that we 
can come up with," he stated. 


CAPITAL GLUM 
AT WAR NEWS 
:' 


;- —30 Years Ago— 


. The imminent fall of Singa 
pore was described in mili- 
tary quarters here today as a 
T)low of terrible consequences 
for the Allies — a disaster 
which would add at least an 
extra year to a long Pacific 
war. 


It makes a successful de- 


fense of the Dutch East Indies 
highly problematical, accord- 
ing to this informed opinion, 
and probably means that the 
United N a t i o n s fall back 
eventually on Australia as 
.their main bastion between 
Hawaii and India. 


COMMITTEE MEETS 


—40 Years Ago— 


Chairman 
Elwyn 
Simons, 


presided at a meeting of the 
executive committee for 
Michigan's Blossom Festival. 
Lack of expected 
financial 


support from the county and 
civic'groups is greatly handi- 
capping the committee this 
year. 
; 


SECRETARY RESIGNS 


—50 Years Ago— 


: lyliss: H a z e l Leasing of 
Broad/street has resigned her 
position, as• secretary- to Wil-. 
liam Vawter II, of the Baker 
- Vawter 
; company, Benton 


Harbor. 


POSTMASTER RESIGNS 


—60 Years Ago— 


Postmaster W. L. Holland's 


resignation as postmaster has 
been accepted, according to 
word from Washington, D. C. 
and is rumored that John 
Needham will be his suc- 
cessor. 


Drastic Cuts In 


Viet War Costs 


WASHINGTON (NEA) — If 


President Nixon gets the U. S. 
Vietnam forces down to 50,000 
by this July 1, the added 
defense spending directly as- 
cribable to the war will then 
be 'running at a pace of 
around $3.5 billfon a year. ' 


Today it is in the range of 


$5.5 billion annually. By May 
l, the date by which the 
President has promised to 
reduce our Vietnam troop 
total to 69,000, the annual cost 
should be averaging out at 
roughly $4 billion. 


Mr. 
Nixon 
has 
not, of 


•course, made any specific 
pullout pledge .beyond • May. 
But he has indicated further 
withdrawals w o u l d follow. 
The figure of 50,000 is a 
reasonable July target, since 
that level is widely considered 
the highest at which a "resi- 
dual force" might be main- 
lamed in Vietnam. 


Conceivably the President 


may decide to shave the total 
another 5,000 to 10,000 men by 
late summer or fall. That 
would still leave a force of 
40,000, but would cut 
the 


yearly cost of strictly Viet- 
nam war spending to approx- 
imately $3 billion. 


The able defense cost ana- 


lysis at Brookings Institution 
make estimates and judg- 
ments like these on the-basis 
of the added costs — what 
they call incremental costs — 
of the war. The figures do not 
include spending for the oper- 
ation and supply of ground, 
air and sea_ unils which would 
have to be maintained even if 
the Vietnam war ended tomor- 
row. In other words, the 
calculations do not label as 
"Vietnam war spending" any 
outlays which are a part of 


this country's so-called base- 
iine defense structure. 


Obviously, and not surpris- 


ingly, the present direct cost 
of the war-Is a Itar, far cry 
from the peak levels of 1968 
and 1W9. It then ranged from 
321 billion 
to 
*23 
billion 


yearly. To get the commonly 
heard top figure of $30 billion 
annually, you must add to 
these totals some base-line 
military expenditures — in in- 
stances where they were allo- 
cated to Vietnam activities. 


What is the point of laying 


out these war figures right 
now? Fundamentally, to put 
our Vietnam endeavors in an 
up-to-date cost, perspective at 
a time when the intensifying 
presidential campaign of 1972 
will be putting 
a 
bright 


spotlight on the war again. 


In 1971, most prominent 


Democratic presidential pros- 
pects were saying, reluctant- 
ly, that Vietnam had dropped 
'way off as an issue. General- 
ly, they don't think that way 
any more. Their polls show it 
still is a 'big concern, and 
they're going to talk about it 
endlessly. 


Unhappily for the quality of 


the campaign debate, how- 
ever, some partisan argument 
substantially overstates the 
present cost of the 
war 


(exaggeration has been fairly 
common at earlier ' stages, 
too>. 


In recent times I have 


heard today's annual Vietnam 
war outlays set at levels from 
$12 billion to $20 billion. With 
our f o r c e there dropping 
steadily toward a mere tenth 
of what it was in mid-1969, 
such calculations are patently 
absurd. 


Muskie Makes 


Dubious Decision 


WASHINGTON — It took 


weeks of pressure from young 
activists and old-hand for- 
' eign policy advisers before 
Sen. Edmund Muskie decided 
last week to speak up with his 
own specific plan to end the 
Vietnamese War. 


Sen. Muskie had hesitated 


to lock himself into a position 
that might be overwhelmed 
later by events, might appear 
to complicate P r e s i d e n't 
Nixon's negotiations, o^might 
limit his own options if he 
reached the White House. 


But pressure from his anti- 


war advisers, 
led by ex- 


Secretary of Defense Clark 
C 1 i f ford, 
intensified with 


President Nixon's eight-point 
peace proposal of Jan. 25. 
After seven days of heated 
debate, only lawyer James 
Rowe 
— like 
Clifford 
an 


adviser to three decades of 
Democratic Presidents 
and 


P residential candidates — 
still held out for maintaining 
diplomatic silence on the war 


® 1*72 kr NU. lac. * 


"Did you (We o good day of 


ebullient. 


bouncing around and being 
dear?"' 


a while longer. 


There is some doubt as to 


whether Sen. Muskie made a 
wise decision. His proposal 
was not drastically different 
from that of President Nixon 


- or other Democrats, except 


that he suggested the United 
States pressure Saigon to 
work. out a settlement with 
the Communists. But he was 
immediately denounced by 
Secretary of State 
William 


Rogers and other high GOP 
Dfficials as undermining the 
President's efforts by offering 
Hanoi a better deal if it would 
just hang on until the Presi-' 
Jential election. 
. The Administration plans to 
keep up its attack against 
Muskie in speeches and 
statements during (he coming 
weeks. Officials believe this is 
Muskie's first big mistake and 
they can tag him with an image 
of irresponsibility on the war. 


M u s k i e 's speech 
was 


prompted in part 
by his 


observation that the only lines 
in his talks that consistently 
draw applause relate to end- 
ing the war. Influenced by 
this audience reaction, he has 
concluded that Vietnam 'is 
still the dominant emotional 
. issue, even 
though public 


opinion polls indicate it is the 
economy rather than the war 
that most voters rank first. 


Sen. M u s k i e wan also 


pressed by Clifford and other 
advisers to spell out his views 
.on the war well in advance of 
a big offensive the Viet Cong 
may be preparing. Secretary 
Rogers recently warned that 
the Communists are moving 
troops down into the central 
Vietnamese highlands a n d 
may be planning a massive 
assault in the next few weeks. 


Clifford contewied that if 


there were widespread blood- 
shed, the American 
people 


will be so aroused they wilt 
demand an unconditional pull- 
out right away. He argued 
that Muskie should be In a 
position to assume leadership 
of such sentiment and not tag 
along behind it. 
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Lakeshore To Accept 
Buildings On Sunday 


Lakeshore Public schools will formally accept $2.9 million 


in school additions at an open house and reception 2 to 5 
p.m. Sunday. 


At 3:15 p.m. the R. James Johnson Memorial library will 


be dedicated. 


The acceptance program is scheduled for 2 p.m. in 


Lakeshore's new 1,100-seat auditorium, largest and most 
modern in the area. 


The Lakeshore 
building program covered the new 


auditorium, 22-room, two-story classroom wing, extensive 
renovation and modernizing of the/ Baroda 
elementary 


school 
and 
expansion • of the Stewart, 
Roosevelt 
and 


Hollywood elementary schools. 


Walter F. Gresens, organist at Trinity Lutheran church, 


will present an organ prelude before the 2 p.m. acceptance 
program. Arnold E. Lesser will direct the Lakeshore High 
school hand in musical selections to open the program. The 
Rev. Leon Hartwig, pastor of the Baroda Church of God will 
give the invocation and benediction. 


Supt. Lionel J. Stacey will introduce special guests. John 


Lattin, president of Trend Associates, 
Inc., Kalamazoo 


engineering firm, will present the project on behalf of the 
designers and builders. Acceptance will be by John W. 


Steinke, secretary of the Lakeshore board of education- by 
Dennis Brueck, president of the Lakeshore Education 
association on behalf of the faculty and Mrs. Lawrence H 
Fritz, vice-president of the Baroda PTA on behalf of the 
community. 


The Lakeshore High school library was doubled in size 


and funds collected in memory ^of the late R. James 
Johnson will be used for special research equipment. 


. Principal Jon N. Schuster said the funds will be used to 


purchase equipment the library might never be able to 
obtain otherwise. 


Stacey will introduce guests and Robert T. Herkner, a 


partner of the late Mr. Johnson will speak. The Lakeshore 
Madrigal singers under the direction of Virginia Archer will 
sing several selections and Donald Cast, president of the 
Lakeshore school board will also speak. Benediclion will be 
given by Rev. David Kruger, former pastor of St. Luke's 
Lutheran church, Stevensville. 


Lakeshore High school has an enrollment of 1,012. The 


new additions as well as the improvements made in the rest 
of the building will be open for inspection following the 
acceptance program. 


NEW AUDITORIUM, CLASSROOMS: Twenty-two 
added to Lakeshore high school, corner John Beers 


classrooms (and 1,100-seat auditorium have been 
and Cleveland avenue, Stevensville. 


ACCEPTANCE 
PROGRAM: Lakeshore Public* auditorium and extensive improvements were made 


schools will formally accept additions and renova- to Baroda, 
Stewart, 
Hollywood 
and 
Roosevelt 


tions to five schools at ceremonies Sunday. Lake- schools, 
shore high school received new classroom wing and 
State Must Pay SJ Pair 


06,000 For Land 


A St. Joseph couple won a 


$106,000 settlement in a high- 
w a y c o n damnation 
case 


Thursday in Berrien circuit 
court. 
t 


A stipulated settlement in 


Judge Julian Hughes' court 
gives Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Suchovsky, 400 -Hilltop road, 
$106,000 from the State High- 
way department for a 24.1- 
acre parcel at Hilltop, road 
and 
Niles and 
Washington 


avenues in St. Joseph town- 
ship. 


The land is vacaiit and 


includes valuable high, com- 
mercially-zoned property, ac- 
cording 
to Benton 
Harbor 


Ally. Henry Gleiss, counsel for 
the state 
highway 
depart- 


ment. 


The department seeks it for 


use in a proposed penetrator 
from 1-94 expressway into the 
city. By stipulation, Atty. 


Gleiss said, the Suchovskys 
get a first option to buy the 
parcel back if the department 
doesn't use it. They were 
represented 
by St. Joseph 


Atty. Joseph Killian. 


The Suchovsky parcel is the 


next to last one sought by the 
department 
in 
St. Joseph 


township for the penetrator, 
Gleiss said. The other invol- 
ves a subdivision park and is 
being appealed. 


Also Thursday 
in 
Judge 


Hughes' 
court, 
a 
trio of 


Benton Harborites won a total 
of $8,250 from a pair of Twin 
Cities men in settlement of a 
highway crash suit 


By consent judgment, Louis 


and Charles E. Patton operat- 
ing as Patton Brothers in 
Benton Harbor, are to pay 
$6,000 to Mr. and Mrs. James 
Nichols of Benton Hat bo r, and 


$2,250 to Mrs. Rosie Mosby of 
Benton Harbor. 


Recipients of the judgment 


claimed in suit that the two 
women were hurt March 27, 
1970, in a collision with a 
Patton panel truck. 


Also 
recently 
in 
circuit 


court: 


AI vena Harrington of Niles 


filed s u i t against Joseph 
Delph Carr of Niles seeking 
$200,000 . f o r 
injuries 
she 


allegedly suffered in a car- 
pedestrian accident Oct. 25, 
1970, on Yankee street in 
Berrien county. 


Mr. and Mrs. Roy Garrett 


of Benton Harbor filed two 
suits 
stemming 
from 
two 


separate crashes. One was 
against Hortense and Jerry 
Guest of Benton Harbor seek- 
ing $25,000 for injuries Mrs. 
Gairett allegedly suffered in 
a two-car crash in the city 


May 30, 1970. 


The Garretts also filed suit 


against Jasper and Patricia 
Ann Dorsey of Benton Harbor 
seeking $60,000 for injuries 
G a rrctt allegedly suffered 
June 14, 1969, in a two-car 
crash in the city. 


Nadine Ellen 
Dunn Hoi- 


brook 
and 
Mr. and 
Mrs. 


Marion Bailey, all of. Benton 
Harbor, 
filed 
suit 
against 


Hortense and Jerry 
Guest 


'claiming $110,000 for injuries 
the two women allegedly suf- 
fered May 30, 1970, in the 
same crash 
involving 
the 


Garrett car. 


National Advertising Co. of 


Bedford Park, 111., filed suit 
against I n n s 
Investments, 


Inc., of St. Joseph claiming a 
total of $16,464.90 is due and 
unpaid on advertising 
con- 


tracts allegedly executed in 
1968 and 1270. 


scenery 
loft, 
new 
Lakeshore 
high 
school 


LMC 'Buffer Zone' 
Proposed Li Benton 


• I V 


The Benton township plan- 


ning commission last night 
recommended 
an ordinance 


designating an area around 
Lake Michigan college as a 
special residential park dis- 
trict. 


A 
buffer 
zone 
of 
large 


residential lots and park-type 
development would surround 
the collegc,in the special "A" 
college 
district. Boundaries 


would run from-1-84 to Benton 
Center road and from Brilain 
avenue 
down 
through 
the 


Brookfield farm district. 


In the new college district, 


property requirements would 
include, lots with at 
least 


30,000 square feet and 
an 


average width of 150 feet. 
Minimum f l o o r area per 
family in dwellings must tie 
at least 1,400 square feet, an 
increase compared to 1,000- 
foot minimums in A-l zones 
and 800-foot minimums in A-2 
zones. 


The Benton township board 


of trustees would have ^final 
say on the matter at a later 
date, planners said last night. 


Meanwhile, plans for three 


apartment profects stalled 
during the regular business 
portion of the meeting. 


A committee report on a $6 


.million 
apartment 
complex 


planned on Nickerson court 
near Plaza drive, just south 
of Fairplain Plaza, has not 
yet been completed, commis- 
sioners reported. 


A second apartment pro- 


posal, this one made January 
27, was 
tabled last 
night 


because no one was present to 
speak for or against it. BICO, 
Inc., of Pontiac, Mich., had 
revealed plans for a 192-unit 
apartment 
complex at 1351 


Yore avenue. 


A third request, this for 


rezoning of 1.15 acres of land 
at 1042 Gold road for multiple 
housing, was tabled. Planners 
on Jan. 27 were told four to 
six families would be housed 
in a new building if rezoning 
from A-l single family to C- 
multiple family was granted. 
No one spoke on behalf of the 
project at last night's meet- 
ing. 


Ma^ny of those who signed a 


petition bearing 
80 names 


protesting the Gold road proj- 
ect were in attendance. 


James Nettleton, 894 Sierra 
drive, said he feared such a 
proposal would represent spot 
zoning and properly values in 
the area would be adversely 
affected. 


Other 
commission action 


last night! 


—Tabled a request by Pro- 


ducers Creamery 
to rezone 


property il owns at 235 Pino 
street from B-2 lo D-l com- 
mercial. 


—Heard a committee recom- 


mendation to deny a request 
by Thomas Parkison, 1324 
Pipestone road, to sell used 
tires at that address. Com- 
plaints by neighborhood resi- 
dents was the main issue in, 
the recommendation, s a i d 
Commissioner Robert Matt- 
ner. 


Tabled a request by Dr. 


John II. McDopald to rezone 
property located next to his 
office at 763 East Napier from 


D-2 lo D-l commercial. 
' •' • 


i—Gave its approval to: a 


request by Howard Veersma; 
415 Kublick drive, for a usqd 
car license to operate at 700. 
M-13S. 
, V 


Tabled requests 
for used 


car licenses made by Robert 
Fulkerson, 368 Rainbow drive,' 
St.- Joseph, for license at 205J 
M-139, and 
Willard 
Daisy'; 


1684 Red Arrow highway,' to 
operate at (hat address. 
, • , 


Townships Will Try 
To End Water War 


St. J o s e p h and Lincoln 


townships will (ry to write 
new rules on how the Lake 
Michigan Shoreline Water and 
Sewage Treatment authority 
will operate. 


The controversy that has 


been boiling for the past two 
years came to a head last 
night at a regular authority 
meeting in St. Joseph town- 
ship hall over the split of 
water rebate funds. 


With 
$17,141.18 
to 
split, 


Lincoln put 
in a 
bid 
for 


$13,000 and St. Joseph town- 
ship $10,000. The authority 
board voted lo put money in a 
special account for distribu- 
tion later. 


St. Joseph Township Super- 


visor Orval L. Benson, com- 
menting "1 don't think we can 
continue like this," moved 
that the authority chairman, 
Robert Devries, the two su- 
pervisors and their attorneys 
sit down and determine what 
role the authority is lo play. 


Up to now, Benson said, 


there have been so many 
things to fight about 
there 


was no time left for peace 
talks. 


The meeting opened on a 


controversy. Lincoln township 
proposed to add its treasurer, 
Gerald A. Wahl, to the board. 
Original plan of the authority 
calls for three members of 
the Authority be from St. 
Joseph lownship, two from 
Lincoln 
lownshio and ono 


each 
from 
Shoreham 
and 


Stevensville. Lincoln's appli- 
cation was tabled 


Royalton township S u p e r - 


visor Harley Marschke asked 
the authority to put into the 
record 
t h a t 
his township 


would like to bid for water. 
He said he didn't know if the 
need would be critical in one 
or ten years but he wanted 
the authority to be thinking 
Woman Not 
Charged By 
SJ Police 


Karen L. Keller, 26, of 917 


Pearl street, St. Joseph was 
not charged with possession of 
stolen properly. II was re- 
ported yesterday in this new- 
spaper that she had been 
arrested on the charge. Del. 
Lt. William Mihalik said she 
was booked for possession of 
stolen properly but no formal 
charge was filed. 


It was incorrectly reported 


that she had been lodged in 
the county jail. Instead, she 
was released by St. Joseph 
police after questioning about 
a 
record 
player 
allegedly 


-taken from Trinity Lutheran 
school. A man and a juvenile 
boy were charged with break- 
ing and entering tho school. 


about it. Benson said that 
both the Niles avenue and 
Glenlord 
mains were built 


large 
enough to someday 


supply water to Royalton. ;THe 
health department insisted"o'rt 
that, Benson said. 


Marschke and Royalton tre- 


asurer Al Stockman sat for an 
hour through the jurisdicliori- 
al argumenl belween St. 'Joi 
seph and Lincoln townships'. 
Commented Stockman: "now 
we know why we haven't had 
an answer to pur letters. in 
two years." 


A u Ihority Chairman De- 


Vries said as soon as the 
negotiations are complete and 
the aulhority knows where, if 
is going and how it will be 
functioning then the Royalloti 
application will be studied. J 


T h e authority members 


heard that in the last 30 days 
there • have been four wateq 
taps made in Lincoln town* 
ship and 55 in St. JosepH 
township. The board approved 
an engineers' recommendai 
tion that Ih3 amount held 
back from the final paymenf 
to the contractor, Woodruff 
and Sons of Michigan City; 
Ind., be cut from five to Iwi) 
per cent. Originally it was 1ft 
per cent. The engineers notedj 
and a representative of th$ 
contractor confirmed, t h a t 
there is little work left to b$ 
done next spring. 
) 
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Milliken Loses Bid To 
Hike Gasoline Tax 


CHAMPIONSHIP HORSE SHOWMAN: Fourteen- 
year old John Bilton (right) shows one of several 
show horses that helped bring his Berrien Springs 
family no trophies last year. C. L. Andrews (left), 


the family horse trainer, is with John prior to a 
showing at the American Paint Horse association 
championships in Tulsa, Okla., last fall.- (George 
Martin photo) 


Berrien Farm Family Has 
Winning Way With Horses 


By PAUL SHERR1NGTON 


Staff Writer 


Six years ago the Darrell 


Bilton family decided to take 
up farming. 


The move promised to be 


an interesting one, since the 
four childern, then aged from 
5 to 17-years, has grown up in 
Benton 
Harbor 
city. 
Mrs. 


Bilton, 
the 
former 
Shirley 


Johann, also had spent her 
entire life in Benton Harbor. 


Only Mr. Bilton ever lived 


on a farm. As Mrs. Bilton 
said, even her husband had no 
experience with show horses 
— the family specialty now. 


Today, the family proudly 


stables 
championship 
show 


horses on their land on Long 
Lake 
r o a d 
southeast 
of 


Berrien Springs. Mainly with 
his gelding Half Pint, 14-year- 
old John won honors in horse 
-shows across the country this 
past year. 


Mrs. Bilton said 
farming 


has been quite an experience. 
"It's been real good for all of 
us and has brought the family 
closer than ever." 


John now is able to do all 


chores on the farm alone, his 


mother said. Some of these, 
include driving tractors and 
trucks a n d 
looking 
after 


horses. 


Mrs. Bilton said her daugh- 


ters, Mary, 15; Darla, 11, anc) 
Susan, 23, participate in show- 
ing horses. During the last 
show season, the family cap- 
tured 110 trophies, with the 
girls involved in several of 
these. 


The Billon farm reflects the 


family interest. Fifteen Quar- 
ter and Paint horses on the 
farm will he housed in a new 
stable presently under con- 
struction. Mrs. 
Bilton said 


there are also 20 head of 
cattle and an assortment of 
pets around. 


There were no horses on 


Bilton land a little over a 
year ago. It all began in 
Sept., 1970, when the family 
went to the Michigan Paint 
Horse sale at Berrien County 
Youth Fair g r o u n d s at 
Berrien Springs. 


A horse was 
to be 
the 


birthday present for 
John, 


who was 13 that Oct. 10. At 
this time, Half Pint, a dun 
and white gelding, was pur- 


chased along with a yearling 
filly named Prissy Sue. 


The day after the purchase, 


the horses were entered in a 
Paint horse show at Ihe fair 
grounds. A Paint horse is 
basically a spotted 
Quarter 


horse. The pinto, a more 
familiar name to many, is a 
spotted horse of almost any 
breed — though there 
are 


firm rules excluding some. 


At the show, Half Pint won 


his class and 
Prissy Sue 


placed second in hers. Prissy 
was sold shortly thereafter to 
a man from Illinois. 


II wasn't a matter of luck 


in the selection of two horses 
that so rapidly won honors for 
the family, according to Mrs. 
Bilton. Mr. Bilton just has a 
rare gift for being able to 
look at a horse and judge its 
worth without knowing every 
vital feature a professional 
would examine, his wife said. 


That fall, the family con- 


tacted 
C. L. Andrews of 


Berrien Center and arranged 
for Half Pint fo be taken to 
Andrev/s stables. He was to 
find out what the horse could 


Berrien Reapportionment 
Like Big Jigsaw Puzzle 


By LYLE SUM EnIX 
South Berrien Bureau 


NILES —- Almost everyone 


seems to want it, but no one 
can come up with it. 


That's the dilemma facing 


the Berrien 
County Appor- 


tionment commission. 
. Again last night at a public 
hearing in Niles, Ihe commis~ 
sion heard repeated appeals 
for retention of 21 commis- 
sioner districts, but no one' 
has been able to come up. with 
such an apportionment plan. 


Persons attending the three 


public hearings around 
the 


county have 
strongly 
sup- 


ported retenlion of 21 dis- 
tricts, or at least as many as 
possible over a minimum of 
'15. 


Last night was no excep- 


tion, but not one of the four 
plans presented came close to 
21 districts. The latesl entries 
— two for seven districts and 
one 
each 
for 
13 and 
17 


districts — raises to 10 the 
number of proposals before 
the apportionment commis- 
sion. 


Of the 10 plans, three call 


for seven districts, two for 15, 
and the remainder call for 
five, nine, 
11, 
13 and 
17 


districts. 


Although this was the final 


public hearing, Commission 
Chairman Ronald Taylor urg- 
ed interested parties to sub- 
mit plans. Of special interest 
to the commission are plans 
for 21 districts. 


"We will continue to accept 


plans 
u n t i l 
the first of 


March," said Taylor." 


The next meeting will be 


Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in the 
county commission chambers 
in 
the 
courthouse 
at 
St. 


Joseph. 


The commission 
faces a 


March 4 deadline for adopting 
a new apportionment plan. 
Taylor sard he hopes a new 
plan is agreed upon early 
enough so it can be presented 
at a public meeting prior to 
the deadline. 


If the commission fails to 


draft a plan, Taylor said the 
Court of Appeals could grant 
an 
extension of lime 
and 


order the commission lo do 
so. 


In calling- for 17 districts, 


Kenneth L. Clark of Berrien 
Springs said his major ob- 
jective was to hold cutting of 
political units to a minimum. 


"1 had no success in trying 


to come up with 21 districts," 
said Clark," because I had to 


cut across almost every unit 
' in the county. Also, I had no 
luck with five districts." 


Under stale 
slatute 
the 


commission 
must 
adopt 
a 


plan calling for not less than 
five districts nor more than 
21. Population variances be- 
tween districts must be held 
within five percent, according 
to commission members. 


A seven-district plan pro- 


posed by Buchanan Township 
Supervisor 
Ivan Price and 


endorsed 
by 
the township 


board .called for splitting of 
only two-units—Benton Har- 
bor and north Niles township. 


"Personally," Price 
said, 


"I favor nine districts. How- 
ever, after seeing how 15 or 
more 
I e a r 
political units 


apart, I'm sold on seven. 


"We have a new office in 


the county (county coordinat- 
or) and policy making doesn't 
require more than seven com- 
missioners." 


The 
13-dislricl 
plan 
was 


offered 
by 
F. 
A. 
(Mike) 


Jones, c o u n t y Republican 
chairman and member of Ihe 
apportionmenl commission. 


"I'm not necessarily a pro- 


ponent of this plan," Jones 
said, "but it does hold split- 
ting of units within reason.". 


do and teach John to ride. 


Mr. Bilton purchased two 


fillies in Blooinington, 
111., 


that winter and the ' family 
horse operation was in high 
gear. 


Among later -family pur- 


chases was Leo San Man, who 
shortly thereafter was. rated 
fifth nationally as a producer 
of halter'winners and was the 
youngest stallion in the top 11 
on tins lisl compiled by the 
American Paint Horse asso- 
ciation. 


The honors won by individ- 


ual family members and the 
Bilton horses are almost to 
numerous to mention. 


Highlights included H a l f 


Pint being named 1971 high 
point Michigan Paint gelding, 
high point trail horse, reserve 
high point reining horse, and 
reserve high point horse. 


J o h n 's top achievement 


came at the Pinto National 
show last year at Des Moines, 
la., where he won the national 
c h ampionship showmanship 
award for riders 13 years and 
under. 


John rode and showed Half' 


Pint to an American Paint 
horse association 
champion- 


ship, a national honor attained 
by accumulating show points, 
three months after receiving 
his special birthday present. 
John was twice high point 
paint horse youth exhibitor, at 
Humboldt, Iowa, and Pecaton- 
ica, 111. 


Locally, H a l f 
Pint was 


named high point perform- 
ance horse while shown by 
John at Ihe Hartford Pinto 
show last year. At the local 
Al-Bar 4-H show, John enter- 
ed four classes last year and 
won them all. 


Eleven-year old Darla has 


shown Missy Ann, Half Pint's 
full sister, in several winning 
performances, 
including the 


horse being 
named grand 


champion registered horse at 
the Berrien County Youth fair 
last year. 


Mary, 
the 
15-y e a r old 


daughter, twice placed first in 
youth western pleasure shows 
— both times with her horse 
beating 
I h e 
1971 national 


champion s e n i o r western 
pleasure horse. Mrs. Billon 
said Mary has placed high in 
the standings each time she 
has shown Half Pint. 


The proud mother added 


that daughter, Susan, 23, a 
student at Indiana university, 
is now taking riding lessons in 
preparation for the 1972 show 
season. 


With more horses and all 


the children primed for ac- 
tion, Mrs. Bilton says the 
upcoming year may even be 
busier than the last. 


He Still 
Predicts 
Passage 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) — 


Gov. William G. Milliken's vi- 
sionary transportation package 
suffered a serious setback in 
the Michigan House Thursday 
with a 54-50 defeat despite agr- 
essive lobbying and multi-mil- 
lion-dollar concessions to gain 
sorely needed backers. 


"I'm determined that we will 


continue and win the fight," 
said Milliken, after the late aft- 
ernoon roll that saw Republi- 
cans divide 30-18 against the 
GOP governor's proposal. 


Speaker William A. Ryan,' 


D—Detroit, indicated a new ef- 
fort would be made, perhaps 
two weeks later, and the bill 
was rescued for another vote. 


But one principal architect of 


the $83-million package tied to 
a 2-cents-a-gallon gasoline tax 
increase warned it may be 
dead. 


"This thing was held together 


by silly putty and baling wire" 
said 
Rep. 
Dennis 
O. 


Cawthorne, R—Manistee. 


"It's so complex in terms of 


who gets what that you don't 
easily restructure it," said 
Cawthorne, who is chief spon- 


How They 


Voted 


R e p ublican Governor 


William Milliken got no 
help 
from 
this 
area's 


legislators Thursday in 'a 
close vote on his trans- 
portation 
package. 
A 11 


four legislators, members 
of the GOP, voted no in 
the 54-50 defeat of the bill 
which w o u l d designate 
some $20 million for ur- 
ban transit systems from 
the $80 million that would 
be raised by increasing 
the state's gasoline tax. 


Voting against the gov- 


ernor's plan were Ray 
Mittan of Benton Harbor, 
Harry Gast of Stevens- 
ville, Bela 
Kennedy of 


Bangor 
a n d 
DeForrest 


Strang of Slurgis. 


sor of the election-year gaso- 
line-tax bill that has yet to see 
action. 


"Our prospects were tied to 


pledges looking to bail out," he 
added. 


Keith Molin, legislative aide 


lo Milliken, also conceded most 
developments had gone against 
the bill. 


The controversial package is 


similar to proposals advanced 
on the federal level by the Nix- 
on Administration. 


• Milliken seeks authority to 
designate one-half penny of the 
two-cent gas hike for a "dis- 
cretionary" fund to support ur- 
ban-transit systems. 


The proposal would spin off 


some $20.8 million of the total 
$33 million from traditional 
road building and set it aside 
for subisidies to cities where 
bus systems are floundering. 


Initially, most of the money 


is proposed for buses, but Ihe 
future prospectis for rail lines, 
particularly in Detroit. 


To that end, top United Auto 


Workers 
union 
officials 


mounted an aggressive lobby 
campaign, said to involve re- 
election threats, in an effort to 
produce votes of recalcitrant 
Democrats. 


Milliken, threatening to veto 


any departure from the transit 
package, challenged opponents 
to collect the votes to override 
him in that event. 


Despite the union muscle, 


Ryan admitted he was able to 
count on no more than 31 of his 
58 Democrats. 
Republicans, 


committed to supplying 2G 
votes, delivered only 18 back- 
ers. 


Senate prospects are said lo 


he even more decisively fatal. 


VAN BUREN APPORTIONMENT: Van Buren's apportionment commission 
adopted a plan Thursday for re-apportioning the county commissioner districts 
' as required by law. Under the plan, the board of commissioners will remain at 


15 but with some boundary changes. Left to right are A.A. Smith, county 
treasurer; Charles MacDonald, county clerk; William Buhl, county prosecutor; 
Mrs. Boyd Bessey, county Democrats party chairman; and Mrs. Katheririe 
Willis, county Republican party chairman. (Staff photo) 
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Van Buren Panel 
Adopts Remap Plan 


PAW PAW — Van Buren's 


county apportionment commis- 
sion, meeting here for the 
second 
time 
in 
a 
week, 


adopted a plan for remapping 
county commissioner districts 
Thursday. 


The proposal, adapted by a 


unanimous vote of the five 
a p p ortionment 
commission 


members, keeps at 
15 the 


number of commissioners on 
the board. There are now 15. 


The apportionment commis- 


sion sympathized with repre- 
sentatives of South 
Haven 


township — which will now be 
split among four county com- 
missioners — and also reject- 
ed an informal proposal for a 
17-man-board and a formal 
plan for a five-man-board. 


The adopted plan will now 


be filed in the county clerk's 
office and with the secretary 
of state's office in Lansing. 


Persons wishing to appeal 


the plan to the courts have 30 
days in which to file their 
objections or alternate plans, 
according to County Prosecu- 
tor William Buhl who was 
chairman of the commission. 


Under the plan, only one of 


the county's 15 districts stays 
the same as it has been. This 
d i s t r i c t (8) encompasses 
Waverly and Paw Paw town- 
ships, excluding Paw 
Paw 


village. 


The rest of the 14 districts 


are to undergo major shifts, if 
the plan becomes law. 


South Haven township, now 


represented by one commis- 
sioner, will be divided into 
parts of four districts. The 


former Covert-Bangor 
town- 


ships 
district 
(6) will 
be 


changed to encompass just 
Covert township. 


Bangor township is to be 


shifted into district 7 (former- 
ly just 
Bangor 
city, and 


Arlington township) with Ar- 
lington township being trans- 
ferred into District 11 with 
Lawrence township. 


The Lawrence township dis- 


trict now covers just Law- 
rence township and the vil- 
lage of Lawrence. 


Hartford township, now "in 


District 12 with Hartford city, 
would be split. District 12 would 
retain the western half of the 
township and the city while the 
eastern half of the township 
would be added to District 13 
covering all of Keeler township 
and half of Hamilton township. 
Previously District 13 covered 
Keeler and Hamilton town- 
ships. 


District 
15, now covering 


Porter township and Lawton 
village would pick up the 
southern portion of Antwerp 
township. 


The population of the dis- 


tricts would range from 3,615 
persons in District 4 (South 
Haven city) to 3,930 persons 
in District 14 covering Deca- 
tur township, Decalur village 
and half of Hamilton town- 
ship. 


D e s p i t e the remapping, 


none of the 
commissioners 


now on the board will be 
paired against each other at 
election time, in August and 
in November. 


The splitting of South Haven 


township means that conceiv- 
ably the township could be 
without a resident representa- 
tive on the county board, and 
also means new administra- 
tive problems during 
elec- 


tions, 
Township 
Supervisor 


Richard Bus told the commis- 
sion. 


Bus, 
and 
former County 


Commissioner Charles Stein 
of .South 
Haven 
township, 


asked 
the commission 
for 


more lime for alternate plans 
to be filed before the March 6 
deadline. 


"We in the township are not 


against being split up," Stein 
said, "But we are opposed to 
taking split so many ways." 


Buhl, who himself worked 


on four alternate proposals, 
said that the population re- 
quirements demanded by law 
made it impossible to com- 
plete 
remapping " . . . 


without chopping 
somebody 


up." 


He added that South Haven 


township and city, with a 
combined population of about 
10,000 persons — nearly one- 
fifth 
of 
the 
county's total 


population of 56,173 — pre- 
sented special 
problems in 


arriving 
at 
an 
acceptable 


population balance among dis- 
tricts. 


County 
Treasurer 
A.A. 


(Eddie) Smith, a member of 
the apportionment commission 
from South Haven, 
posed 


several 
possible 
remap 


alternatives to the commission 
and the nine persons attending 
the meeting. 


Griffin Will Speak 
In Berrien Feb. 17 


U. S. Senator 
Robert P. 


Griffin of Michigan will be the 
featured speaker at the an- 
nual B e r r i e n 1 county Re- 
publican's Lincoln day dinner 
on Thursday, Feb. 17, at the 
Benton Harbor Holiday inn. 


Tickers for the program can 


be obtained from 
any Re- 


publican c o u n t y commis- 
sioner, committee members, 
or at the party office, Suite 
209, ICB bank building, Ben- 
ton Harbor, from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Monday thru Thursday. 
Cost is $10 per person or $15 
per couple. A reception will 
start at 6:45 p.m. and dinner 
."at 7:30. 


This will be the first ap- 


pearance of the senator at a 
local Lincoln day dinner, 


David Stockman will intro- 


duce 
Senator 
Griffin, 
who 


presently 
is 
the 
assistant 


minority leader of the U.S. 
Senate. Stockman currently 


serves as executive director 
General chairman for the 


of the llepbulican caucus of 
dinner is William C. Hevn 
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> 
the U.S. 
House 


sentatives. 


of 
Repre- 


SEN. 
ROBEHT P. 


GRIFFIN 


Jrs., with Judith Litke and 
Bernice Tretheway serving as 
ticket chairmen. Musical en- 
tertainment will be provided 
by the Swingers, a singing 
group from Berrien Springs 
high school. 


Among those expected (o 


attend are Congressman Ed- 
ward Hutchinson and the^first 
vice chairman of the Michi- 
gan Republican state central 
committee, Mildred Dunnell. 


Committee members for the 


p rogram 
include entertain- 


ment chairman Mrs. James 
Walton, and Mrs. Nick Peel, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Burkholz, 
Mrs. William White, Mrs. 
William Funk, Mrs. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Wendzel, Sheriff FH- 
rest "Nick" Jewell, Hlsr.U 
Keslerke, Mrs. Charles Yob, 
William C. Heyn, Mrs. Hazen 
Harner, and Mrs. William-C. 
Heyn, Jr. 


